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WADE SCALE 

482. Ms S.E. WALKER to the Premier: 
In one of her letters in 2002 to the former Minister for Community Development, Wade Scale’s grandmother 
pleaded for a meeting to discuss the safety of her grandson.  She wrote, in part - 

I believe that tragedies will occur . . . no child’s life or welfare should be placed in jeopardy given the 
past history in this case which is sadly being ignored.  I will not give up on these children. 

(1) Why did the meeting not take place? 

(2) Why is the poorly performing minister still in the cabinet? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
(1)-(2) I thank the member for some notice of this question.  I appreciate her interest in this matter.  I said 

yesterday or the day before in relation to this case that nobody has anything but the greatest regret about 
what happened to this young boy.  It is terrible.  Nobody has anything but the deepest sympathy for his 
grandmother.  I think that everybody understands that the circumstances of such cases are extremely 
complicated and difficult.  When ministers are advised, notified or contacted by people who have 
concerns along these lines, they do what they can to ensure that those concerns are dealt with.  In the 
end we had to rely on professional advice, which came not just from one line of advice but also two 
non-government organisations that were involved in managing this particular case.  I believe that the 
minister was an outstanding minister who conducted herself very, very well for five years in what is a 
very, very difficult portfolio replete with circumstances that are full of potentially bad outcomes for 
people.  It is a very, very difficult portfolio.  I have the greatest confidence in the minister.  She 
performed very well in her task.  It was a complicated task.  She instituted a lot of reforms; she 
instituted a lot of system changes in the department. 

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I know that it is about this particular case.  I understand that there are always going to 
be questions asked about why one course of action was chosen over another.  People make the best judgments 
that they can at the time.  It is quite clear that some of those judgments were not good judgments.  That is easy to 
observe in hindsight.  I do not believe I can add anything more to what I have said about this particular case than 
that.  We are all extremely regretful about the way circumstances turned out; of course we are.  Nobody would 
feel anything other than deep remorse about the outcome of this case.   
 


